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February 7, 2020 

1:15 P.M. 
State Capitol, Room 225 

 
S.B. 3158  

RELATING TO MOTOR VEHICLES 
 

Senate Committee(s) on Transportation and  
Public Safety, Intergovernmental & Military Affairs 

 
The Department of Transportation (DOT) supports S.B. 3158 which prohibits a person 
from intentionally or knowingly manufacturing, importing, installing, reinstalling, 
distributing, selling, or offering for sale any counterfeit supplemental restraint system 
component, nonfunctional airbag, or airbag that does not meet federal safety 
requirements. 
 
The purpose of the bill is to curtail the distribution of counterfeit airbags in Hawaii.  
Since air bags are an important safety device, vehicle owners who have them repaired 
expect the repair to be completed properly.  This bill provides recourse for motor vehicle 
owners who have the misfortune of having an air bag replaced with a worthless 
counterfeit.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.  
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February 5, 2020 
 
Chair Lorraine R. Inouye and Members of the Committee 
Committee on Transportation 
Hawaii Senate 
 
Chair Clarence K. Nishihara and Members of the Committee 
Committee on Public Safety, Intergovernmental, and Military Affairs 
Hawaii House of Representatives  
 

RE:    Support for Senate Bill 3158 – Counterfeit Airbags 
 
Dear Chairs Inouye and Nishihara, and Members of the Committees: 
 
The National Insurance Crime Bureau (NICB) is a national, century-old, not-for-profit organization 
supported by approximately 1,300 property and casualty insurance companies including many who 
write business in Hawaii.  Working hand-in-hand with our member companies and law enforcement, 
we investigate organized criminal conspiracies dealing with insurance fraud and vehicle crime. 
 
Counterfeit airbags are a national and growing concern.  The National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA) states that counterfeit airbags have been shown to “consistently 
malfunction,” from non-deployment to the expulsion of metal shrapnel during deployment.  John 
Morton, then-director of U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement warned: “These airbags don't 
work. They're not going to save you in an accident. They are a fraud and a danger from start to 
finish, and you don't want them in your car, period.” 
 
How counterfeit airbags are procured varies, from consumer unwittingly purchasing them on eBay 
to unscrupulous body shops purposely installing counterfeit bags while billing consumers and 
insurers for genuine, original bags. 
 
No matter how counterfeit airbags are obtained and installed in the vehicles of unsuspecting 
motorists, the results can be deadly.  For this reason, the NICB urges your support for SB 3158.  
  
Thank you for your review and consideration; if you have any questions or need additional 
information, please contact me at hhandler@nicb.org or 847-544-7083. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Howard Handler 
Director, Government Affairs  
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DATE: February 6, 2020 

  
TO: Senator Lorraine Inouye 

Chair, Committee on Transportation 
 
Senator Clarence Nishihara 
Chair, Committee on Public Safety 
Submitted Via Capitol Website 

  
FROM: Tiffany Yajima 

  
RE: S.B. 3158 – Relating Motor Vehicles 

Hearing Date: Friday, February 7, 2020 at 1:15p.m. 
Conference Room: 225 

 

 
Dear Chair Inouye, Chair Nishihara and Members of the joint Committees: 
 
We submit this testimony on behalf of the Alliance for Automotive Innovation.  
 
The Alliance for Automotive Innovation is the singular, authoritative and respected 
voice of the automotive industry. Focused on creating a safe and transformative path 
for sustainable industry growth, the Alliance for Automotive Innovation represents 
the manufacturers producing nearly 99 percent of cars and light trucks sold in the 
U.S. Members include motor vehicle manufacturers, original equipment suppliers, 
technology, and other automotive-related companies and trade associations.  
 
The Alliance strongly supports S.B. 3158, which would prohibit a person from 
intentionally or knowingly manufacturing, importing, installing, reinstalling, 
distributing, selling, or offering for sale any counterfeit supplemental restraint system 
component, nonfunctional airbag, or airbag that does not meet federal safety 
requirements. 
 
Supplemental restraint systems, commonly referred to as airbags, are one of the 
most important safety features of today’s automobile.  These devices have saved 
countless lives and reduced the severity of injury of those involved in automobile 
accidents an immeasurable number of times.   
 
Counterfeit airbags present a serious public safety risk to consumers.  Counterfeit 
airbags are known to malfunction by either failing to inflate or by inflating but 
expelling dangerous shrapnel.  We believe regulation of counterfeit airbags will play 
an important role in maintaining the integrity of this life-saving device. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in support of this measure. 
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                                    HADA TESTIMONY with CONCERNS and voicing  
     STRONG OPPOSITION UNLESS AMENDED AS PROPOSED 
                             on SB3158 

RELATING TO MOTOR VEHICLES 
 Presented to the Senate Committee on Transportation and the Senate Committee on Public Safety, 

Intergovernmental and Military Affairs  
At the Public Hearing, 1:15  p.m. Thursday, February7, 2020 

Conference Room 225, Hawaii State Capitol   
	
Chairs	Inouye	and	Nishihara,	vice	chairs	Harimoto		and	Waikai	and	members	of	the	committees:		
	
This	bill	may	have	the	unintended	consequence	of	exposing	to	felony	prosecution	a	person	who	
sells	a	used	vehicle	unless	the	focus	of	the	measure	can	be	focused	on	persons	with	the	intent,	or		
those	who	engage	in	the		act,	of	replacing	the	vehicle’s	airbag	device	with	a	counterfeit	airbag.					
	
Language	from	Connecticut	proposes	a	felony	penalty	for	anyone	who	engages	in	the	sale	of	such	
non-authorized	products	with	the	intent	that	“such	devices”	be	used	to	“replace”	the	original	
equipment	manufacturer	(automaker)	airbags.	
	
In	discussions	with	some	of	the	proponents	of	this	bill	we	agreed	upon	language	from	
Connecticut	that	puts	the	focus	on	“such	devices”	and	the	act	or	intent	of	replacing	an	airbag	with	
a	counterfeit	device.		Please	see	the	following	proposed	amendment:	
	

	
	
Thank	you	for	the	opportunity	to	testify	on	this	measure.		
	
	
Respectfully	submitted,		
David	Rolf	for	the	members	of	the	Hawaii	Automobile	Dealers	Association	
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Counterfeit airbags. (a) I-Io person shall intentionally or knowingly
manufacture, import, install, reinstall, distribute, sell, or offer
for sale any counterfeit supplemental restraint system component,
nonfunctional airbag, or airbag that does not meet federal safety
requirements as provided in title '59 Code of Federal Regulations
section 571.205 with the intent that such device replace an air bag in any motor
vehicle.
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